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hand. Ten days after, Murray's first parliament met, and
passed an act, in which they mention previe letters writ-
ten halelie [wholly] with her awin hand. The difference
between written and subscribed, and wJtolly written, gives
the author just reason to suspect, first, a forgery, and then
a variation of the forgery. It is, indeed, very remarkable,
that the first account asserts more than the second, though
the second contains all the truth; for the letters, whether
written by the queen or not, were not subscribed. Had
the second account differed from the first only by some-
thing added, the first might have contained truth, though
not all the truth; but as the second corrects the first
by diminution, the first cannot be cleared from false-
hood.

In October, 1568, these letters were shown at York to
Elizabeth's commissioners, by the agents of Murray, but
not in their publick character, as commissioners, but by way
of private information, and were not, therefore, exposed to
Mary's commissioners. Mary, however, hearing that some
letters were intended to be produced against her, directed
her commissioners to require them for her inspection, and,
in the mean time, to declare them false and feigned, forged
and invented, observing, that there were many that could
counterfeit her hand.

To counterfeit a name is easy, to counterfeit a hand,
through eight letters very difficult. But it does not appear
that the letters were ever shown to those who would desire
to detect them; and, to the English commissioners, a rude
and remote imitation might be sufficient, since they were
not shown as judicial proofs; and why they were not
shown as proofs, no other reason can b.e given, than they
must have then been examined, and that examination would
have detected the forgery.

These letters, thus timorously and suspiciously commu-
nicated, were all the evidence against Mary; for the ser-
vants of Bothwell, executed for the murder of the king,
acquitted the queen, at the hour of death. These letters
were so necessary to Murray, that he alleges them, as the